
God’s Mission for Work  

 

Questionnaire:  

What is your full time job (i.e.- campus ministry, stay at home mom, graduate student, teacher, 

etc.)? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What has God called you to do full time? Is it different than the answer above?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the purpose of work?  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Choose below what you think the phrase “faith at work” most looks like: 

 

❖ The way to serve God at work is just to do skillful, excellent work.  

❖ The way to serve God at work is to work from a Christian motivation to glorify God, 

seeking to engage and influence culture to that end.  

❖ The way to serve God at work is to do whatever gives you the greatest joy and passion. 

❖ The way to serve God at work is to make as much money as you can, so that you can 

be as generous as you can.  

❖ The way to serve God at work is to further social justice in the world. 

❖ The way to serve God at work is to create beauty.  

❖ The way to serve God at work is to work with a grateful, joyful, gospel-changed heart 

through all the ups and downs.  

❖ The way to serve God at work is to be personally honest and evangelize your 

colleagues. 
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The Creation Mandate 

How the Creation Mandate sets up a framework and purpose for work. 

 

Redemption - Authority on Earth 
Website: fidworks.blogspot.com 

Our culture tends to personalize everything and forget about the big picture- God created us, 

this world, and our lives for a bigger reason than simply getting to retirement. The Bible 

describes not simply a plan for us to get off this crazy world and get to heaven. Rather, the 

entire Bible describes again and again, examples of God’s plan for the world.  

The church has typically acted in one of two ways in regards to the earth outside of the 

church- it either separates completely from it, or it tries to act the same as it. The world we 

live in can either be ignored by us, changed by those around us, or changed by the 

Christians whom God initially gave the task of caring for it. We will look Biblically at God’s 

plan for the Earth and then think about how that applies to work. 
 

We will look at several different stories through the Bible, and look at the similarities between 

how God interacts with the people involved each time. God gives a promise, establishes 

laws, the covenant is broken, but then there is a plan for redemption of that original promise.  

 

 
 

 

Adam & the Garden of Eden 
 

Promise & Plan 

God created the sun, moon, stars, earth, plants, animals, and man and called each and 

every one of them good. He then gave a Creation Mandate of the plan or laws he wanted 

them to follow. In Genesis 2:15, God says they were to “work and take care” of the Garden, 

and these words are the same etymology of the words “worship and obey-‐” meaning 

interacting with and caring for the world was the same as worshiping God.  

❖ The way to serve God at work is just to do skillful, excellent work.  

❖ We are called to emulate God, who did great work when he created the world. But God’s 

heart is not just for the sake of creating, but for people.  

Dr. Ashley Tauriac Bethel Equip

Marketplace Ministry Seminar                 July 2021 2 of 15



 
 

Genesis 1:28 
 

“And God blessed them. And He said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in 

number, fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground. ” 
 
 

1| God blessed them 

2|  God commanded them to spread out and fill earth- all of creation, all things 
that were made. They were to learn and go. Enter and redeem not obliterate and 
separate. We are made in the image of God and were to emulate him in becoming 
substitute caretakers for the world he made.  

  3| The ideal plan: 
 

1.   Exploration- learn about God, one another, and creation 

2.   Cultivation- development of divinely influenced human culture. The Bible 

suggests that the world was good, but could be further developed.  

 

❖ The way to serve God at work is to work from a Christian motivation to glorify God, 

seeking to engage and influence culture to that end.  

❖ We have a function as priests to influence others, but that is not our entire goal in the 

workplace.  

3.   Expansion- from Eden to the ends of the earth. The whole earth was to 

be filled with God’s glory through his living image of man. 

 

 
 

Fall & Redemption 
 

Man did not follow all of God’s rules, so there was a consequence‐ the Creation mandate 

was marred: Creation was frustrated (but still fundamentally good), relational dysfunction 

resulted (God did not walk with man anymore), and the implementation of the ideal plan was 

marred.  

 

❖ The way to serve God at work is to do whatever gives you the greatest joy and passion.  

❖ Unfortunately, sin reminds us that our “greatest passion” is not always best for us.  

❖ God does want us to walk our strengths and abilities, but sometimes following him 

requires doing what he says, not what we want.  

 

Redemption here is key to grasp- the world was frustrated, but not destroyed. Our 

relationship with him was broken, but there was a plan to fix it still. The plan was marred, but 

not over.  

We moved forward doing part of what God had said, but not everything.  

However, there was a hint of hope to come. God knew what was coming and from the 

start made a plan for atonement for the sins that Adam and Eve committed so there can still 

be a relationship between man and God (Genesis 3:21). 
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Abraham & the Promise Land 
 

Promise & Plan 

Abraham is the new Adam and the concept of the Promised Land is the new Eden. All the 

promises given relate and perfectly match those in Eden. God gives promises including a 

blessing, care of the land, plan for offspring, fruitful nation, then expansion to other nations 

and all people. It would also be an everlasting covenant. Genesis 12-22. 
 

 
Abraham was chosen and set apart with special functions: 

 

1)   Preserver of the true knowledge of God and his purposes 
 

2)   Provider of God’s blessing for all peoples and all nations 

 

❖ The way to serve God at work is to make as much money as you can, so that you can 

be as generous as you can.  

❖ God does call us to provide and bless others, but he also calls us to share truth; money 

is not all we need to be successful in life.  

 
 

3)   Progenitor of the coming: Redeemer‐Messiah-King 

 

These are not only the things that Adam was initially called to do, but also the things that 

Jesus would do.  

 

The Promised Land would be Israel and it would be special as well 

1) It would be God’s treasured possession 

2) A holy nation set apart from others- They would live separate lives with God’s 

truth in mind.  

3) It would be a kingdom of priests- As with the original Creation Mandate, they 

would serve as learners who then went on to teach, cultivate, and bless the 

land and the people there, and then the rest of the world. They would be 

blessed and pass this blessing on to the world. They would draw the rest of the 

world to God.  
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Fall and Redemption 

 

Redemption of Israel in Egypt was multifocal‐ it was not simply moving locations: 
 

1) Social Freedom 

2) Economic Freedom 

3) Political Freedom 

4) New Normal 

5) Mental Freedom 

6) Religious Freedom 

7) Healing- Emotionally, physically, rest 

 

 
 

 Plan for greater purpose 
 

a.    The Promised Land would include the opposite of all of their 

problems: Justice without oppression, economic fruitfulness 

without exploitation, freedom from violence and fear, and 

perfect obedience to God. 
 

b.   They needed to completely reset their idea and definition of life.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 

What do you see as the biggest hurdle to being a Christian who works in the marketplace? How 

do you feel like “work is cursed” wherever you are in life?  

 

What hope does the redemption mandate give you in your situation?  

 

What’s been the most difficult thing to believe in your life about the lecture so far?  
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Israel & The Nations 
 

 

Promise & Plan 

1)   Israel is a real life picture of the Promised Land 
 

a. God promised freedom with spiritual, political, economic, and 

social deliverance in the Promised Land. They were freed from 

Egypt to have their own nation of Israel and God promised them 

all of these. He redeemed that which was lost in Egypt and 

brought blessings they couldn’t have expected. Exodus 

becomes a template for how God will deliver in the future.  
 

2)   Israel is a chosen people 
 

a.    Israel is chosen and given purpose the same way Abraham was. 

Abraham was called and blessed to set apart a people for the 

benefit of all nations. Israel was called and blessed to 

be a holy people and a kingdom of priests set apart and leading for the 
benefit of all nations. 
 
 
 

 

3)   Israel receives the Law 
 

a.    The Law was given at the right time to be a primary vehicle to 

preserve the truth. It would teach Israel who God was and what 

he expected, and then they would have to teach the rest of the 

world. 
 

b.   It is holistic in nature‐ concerned with the spiritual, political, 

economic, social, and moral aspects of Israel’s life. These preserve 

God’s truth for reconciliation within himself and serve as a model 

for the holistic redemption he intends to fulfill for the benefit of 

repentant, believing humanity under the reign of the Messiah. 
 

c. The law shows the terrible sinfulness of humanity and God’s ultimate 
perfection. 

 

d.   The law also shows God’s desire to have a loving 

relationship with us in spite of our imperfections‐ and to 

have relationship individually and as a community. 
 

e.   The law shows the necessity of repentance and faith as the foundational 
response to God. Obedience to the Mosaic Law was to spring from the hearts of 
faith in a repentant people who had been chosen by God. These set the truths 
needed to make Jesus action of dying for sins make sense‐ if you don’t 
understand sacrifice for sins and the extent of your sins, you don’t need a savior. 
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Fall & Redemption 

Israel was unable to follow the law 
 

1)   They were actually punished, exiled, and warned again and again 

for their inability to do what God had said. The problem with the law 

is that it is good and perfect but we cannot obey it completely, 

especially not without the help of the Holy Spirit. The goal was not 

then or now to follow the commandments and thus be saved, the 

goal is to have in faith God be your saving grace. 
 

2)   The three main points to address for Israel were idolatry, 

immorality, and injustice. They failed at these again and again. 
 

 

❖ The way to serve God at work is to further social justice in the world.  

❖ Part of God’s Redemption plan includes social justice, but his ideal plan includes fighting 

for change in many more aspects of life than simply that.  

❖ “The Gospel is the only thing on this planet that changes injustice at its source.” Rice 

Broocks 

 

 

 

Israel is exiled 
 

1)   The Prophets warned of judgment, reminded of God’s desire to 

bless them, and predicted of a future restoration and repentance as 

well as a coming Messiah. 
 

a. God will restore the nation of Israel 
 

b.   God will do a new work 

i. God will make a new covenant with his people, 

cleanse his people, and put his Spirit in them to 

help them move and obey. 
 

c. God will rule the nations 
 

i. A divinely anointed Davidic ruler would change 

everything, not just Israel but the entire world: 
 

ii.  Restore Israel’s kingdom 
 

iii. Gather scattered Israel (Isaiah 11:11‐13, 43:1‐7) 
 

iv. Cleansing and blessing Israel and the land (Is 4:2‐6) 
 

v.  Overthrow of foreign, pagan oppression (Is 9:2‐7) 
 

vi. Establish God’s true temple (Ezekiel 40-48) 
 

Dr. Ashley Tauriac Bethel Equip

Marketplace Ministry Seminar                 July 2021 7 of 15



vii. Subdue God’s enemies and judge the nations (Is 9:2‐7, 
63:1‐6) 

 

viii. Establish God’s kingdom worldwide (Is 2:1‐4) 
 

ix. Outpouring of God’s Spirit upon all flesh (Joel 2:28‐32) 
 

x.  Resurrection of the righteous and 

unrighteous (Daniel 12:2‐3) xi. Judgment 

on evil and reward for good (Is 66:15‐24)                 

xii. Renewal of Creation (Is 65:17‐25, 

11:6‐9) 

❖ The way to serve God at work is to create beauty. 

❖ Ecclesiastes tells us there is an appropriate time for everything. Some days we need 

more beauty and some days we literally need war in order to best glorify God.  

2)   Israel is promised a Messiah. They expected all of these 
to be fulfilled in a generation with the coming of Jesus. 

 

a. Jesus started fulfilling these promises, but called the church 

to do everything he had done and more. When Jesus 

comes again it will complete these promises in full. 

 

 

 

The Church & The World 
 

Promise & Plan 

Jesus established a church that would be a collective of believers who encourage each other 

and change the world as they change lives. He also left the Holy Spirit that would equip us and 

walk with us every single day to help us- reminding us of the plan of God walking with Adam 

daily to do our work in the garden.  

What Jesus demonstrated on earth with his life and death on the cross was the power of 

transformation and renewal of the world, not a need for destruction and eradication of the 

world, so this really should be our model for how we live and interact with this world. 
 

The ultimate goal was that the church be so filled and blessed itself that this spills out into the 

lives, the culture, and the world surrounding it. The goal was also that human culture be 

redeemed, not destroyed or forgotten; because its transformation and cultivation are 

important. 

 

❖ The way to serve God at work is to work with a grateful, joyful, gospel-changed heart 

through all the ups and downs.  

❖ Ever had a bad day where it doesn’t quite go like this?  

❖ Our joy and thankfulness does change atmospheres, but does it change cultures?  
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Redemption: The Mission of the Church 

1) God’s Mission- We are charged with the Creation Mandate and are to be a 

sign of what the kingdom of God might look like on earth because of us. We are 

to sacrifice our own personal goals for his mission.  

 

2) Discipleship/Evangelism‐ It is our responsibility to effectively communicate 

the good news of God’s plan of redemption and plan to bring us into 

relationship with him.  

 

3) Leadership- We are called to Holy Living and Diligent Labor-  God calls us to 

live holy now and to work as Christ did. 

 

4) Holistic Mission- Our mission is to point in word and deed to God’s coming 

kingdom, which involves the following: evangelism, holiness, sexual purity, 

relational health, personal development, social justice, political action, cultural 

development, artistic expression, earth stewardship, scientific inquiry, 

technological development, and much, much, more. 

 

5) Spirit Led- We are responsible to evaluate and critique all human activity, 

beginning with ourselves, in order to humbly but firmly stand against all 

injustice. We are to live as he directs. 

 

 

 

 

Apostolic Mandate 

 

Matthew 28:19-20- Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.  

 

1) The Redemption Mandate clearly established us as priests who were meant to teach 

others what God had taught us.  

2) After Jesus came and changed our way of thinking about living out our faith, forgave us 

of all sins, and gave access to a relationship with God a possible and personal decision, 

that also needed to be communicated to those around us.  

 

❖ The way to serve God at work is to be personally honest and evangelize your 

colleagues. 

❖ Did the apostolic mandate replace the redemption mandate or expand upon it?  
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1) We can’t walk with God to fulfill the Redemption part unless we know him- the rest is 

null without this. This cannot be our number one goal, or we will never do our job. 

Ignoring our work is not our best- and God has entrusted us with our workplace, 

even when we hate it.  

2) “Always be ready to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope that you have.” 1 Peter 3:15  

 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 

1) Do you have a Christian friends that encourage you in marketplace ministry?  

 

2) What has God been highlighting for you this morning about how he wants to use 

you in your workplace? 

 

3) How do you feel like the Redemption Mandate and Apostolic Mandate fit 

together? How would that work in your own life?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ashley Tauriac Bethel Equip

Marketplace Ministry Seminar                 July 2021 10 of 15



Week 8- Excellence and Anointing 

Based on the sermon “Power Shortage” by Jim Laffoon  

 

Acts 1:8- “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and the end of the earth.” 

A. Jesus promised in Acts that when he left the world, the Holy Spirit would come to be with 

us.  

B. That same promise is true for each of us today: presence, power, witnesses.   

C. People normally associate the Holy Spirit with the miraculous healings and salvations of 

the New Testament, but the Holy Spirit shows up in scripture long before that.  

 

 

 

Bezalel 

Exodus 31:2-3-  “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of 

Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability, and knowledge in all kinds of 

crafts.”  

 

1) Holy Spirit anointed Bezalel in Exodus.  

a. The first time the Holy Spirit is mentioned in Scripture was not related to a 

“spiritual calling,” it was when the Holy Spirit anointed Bezalel.  

b. Bezalel was a craftsman. He was an artist who was given extraordinary, God-

given skills to do even greater what he was already good at.  

c. God anointed him to do his job.  

d. We can usually think of pastors who are anointed to preach or missionaries who 

we say are anointed to heal. We can see God’s hands and supernatural ability 

and favor on the lives of those who work in the church.  

 

What if the same anointing that God has given to your favorite pastor came on you to 

help you teach, change, influence, build, redeem, and cultivate the very place God has 

called you to work every single day? 

 

2) The Plan of Redemption calls us to change the world.  

a. God doesn’t leave us alone to figure out what it looks like.  

b. We need anointed Christian professionals in every part of society who can call 

forth something incredible that the world has never seen before. 
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Disciples and the Storm 

Matthew 8:23-27- Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Suddenly, a 

furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was 

sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to 

drown!” He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and 

rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men were amazed 

and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him! 

 
1) Why were they suddenly surprised about what Jesus could do?  

a. Four of them are fisherman- boats, storms, and water are their world.  
2) They were surprised because no one expected Jesus to show up at their own workplace 

and change everything.  
3) They got lost in the fears of their past.  

o By now, they’ve heard of someone die in a bad storm before.  
o By now, they’ve seen the damage that can happen to a boat on this body of 

water.  
o By now, their fears have taken over the memories of everything incredible that 

has happened with Jesus.  
o By now, they’ve learned too much about the world they worked in every day.  
o They believe their past and their fears more than they believe the God who walks 

with them every single day.  
o Faith comes by hearing- not the truth of what happened in the past, but the truth 

of what God speaks to us about this tough situation today.  
 
What do we have to do to live our own lives expecting God to show up both at church and also 
at work?  

 

Holy Spirit Gifts 

Galatians 3:5- “I ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and work miracles among you 

because you obey the law of Moses? Of course not! It is because you believe the message you 

heard about Christ.”  

1) Holy Spirit’s gifts are available to us all.  

2) No matter where God has called you to be, there is an anointing God wants to place on 

your life that will bring such a skill and ability that the work you produce may be your 

greatest testimony. 

3) The Holy Spirit is a living and present help for all of our lives.  

o Wedge and foundation of truth 

o Counselor and a comforter of hearts and lives.  

o Bold speaker who gives us words to say.  

o He teaches us and helps us recall things we have learned.  

o He reveals God to us even more.  

o He gives us power to tell others about God.  
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o He leads us wisely and boldly as sons and daughters of God.  

o He gives us new identity and strength.  

o He helps protect what we have been given.  

o He gives wisdom, faith, and discernment.  

Now who saw some things in this list that might be a helpful gift to have along in their own 

workplace?   

    

 

Partnership 

1) Your workplace demands excellence.  

a. You cannot show up and expect the Holy Spirit to write the presentation you 

didn’t feel like working on.  

b. We have a part to bring and must do it well- that’s when we really get a miracle.  

c. It’s in between the lines of what you hoped for and what you worked for that God 

really moves.  

2) We have to learn how to listen.  

a. If you make it all about your plans, you miss out on a ton of the Holy Spirit’s 

favor.  

b. Sometimes the Holy Spirit wants us to do things in a completely different way 

than we expected.  

c. When we learn to trust God and do your part things get somewhere great. And 

then you not only have a great outcome, but also an incredible testimony. 

“What would it take for you to live beyond your ability every single day in your 

workplace?” 

3) We are representing God every day at work.  

a. God isn’t asking you to run around trying to prove yourself in multiple different 

ways. He isn’t asking you to run around like a crazy person failing at multiple 

different avenues. Your standing is set. Your authority is set. Your worth is 

decided.  

b. He’s simply asking you to focus on Him first and let everything else fall into place.  

 

4) Defining “faith at work” defines how we will work.  

a. If you put your workplace outcome first you’ll never see the opportunities for 

ministry.  

b. If you put ministry first you will be half-hearted and disrespected at your job.  

c. But if you put Him first, all the other things will be added unto you. The goal is in 

the heart- a heart fully committed to Him.  

5) Ask for help and direction.  

a. What might is look like to allow the Holy Spirit to anoint your daily work?  
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Practicality of the Holy Spirit   

What would it take for the same anointing given to Bezalel to rest on us?   

  

1) Fight for God’s Lordship 

a. We cannot look like God and operate in His presence until we submit to His 

shaping and molding of our character, our goals, and our life. He must be lord of 

our lives in every way.  

b. “Our culture makes individual freedom, autonomy, and fulfillment the very highest 

values (Tim Keller).” Bezalel was not making things for himself, he was making 

them for God. Part of releasing this power is doing things for God’s glory, not for 

our own glory.  

 

2) Fight for your Foundations 

a. Let God shape you. Be discipled and be disciplined. The Holy Spirit’s goal in your 

life is to make you Holy.  

b. You have to pay the costs in your profession to learn your skill well, and in the 

same way, we have to pay the costs to lay foundations of Christ. 

 

3) Trust in God, not yourself.  

a. The Holy Spirit went with the Israelites in a cloud as they left Egypt not just for 

the first day, but as a constant companion for the entire journey.  

b. You should never walk into any hospital, any lab, any classroom, intending to do 

everything you do on your own ability.  

c. James 4:7- Submit yourself then to God, resist the devil, and watch the devil flee. 
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Books for reference about Marketplace Ministry: 

Every Good Endeavor- Tim Keller 

The Next Christians- Gabe Lyons 

The Practice of the Presence of God- Brother Lawrence 

Releasing Kings for Ministry in the Marketplace- Garfield and Eberle 

Marketplace Christianity- Robert Fraser 

The Call- Os Guinness 

Why Work Essay- Dorothy Sayers 

In Between the Lines of Faith and Work- Ashley Tauriac 

 

Mission of God: New Heaven and a New Earth- Richard Middleton 

 Invading Babylon: The 7 Mountain Mandate- Gabe Lyons 

 

Historical Advances: Rise of Christianity  

The Christian World: A Global History- Marty Martin  

 

Discipleship/Evangelism: Wikichurch. Steve Murrell 

 God’s Not Dead. Rice Broocks 

 

Leadership:  

 Releasing Kings for Ministry in the Marketplace- Garfield and Eberle 

 360 Degree Leader, John C Maxwell 

  

 

Medicine: Fearfully and Wonderfully Made. Dr Paul Brand and Philip Yancey 

Creative/Entrepreneurs: Called to Create- Jordan Raynor 

Climbing the Corporate Ladder in Stilettos- Lynette Lewis 

Business: ChristianInBusiness.com 

 Why Business Matters to God- Jeff Van Duzer 

Anointed for Business- Ed Silvoso  
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