Bethel School of Discipleship

Student Notes

Evangelism #3
S.A.L.T. & TheGodTest – Side B
The S.A.L.T. Method
1. S. - START A CONVERSATION
The first step in the process can prove the most challenging.
Fortunately, many avenues naturally lead to conversations about
faith. Three of the most common are the following:


DIRECT APPROACH
o The quickest approach to discussing issues of faith is to
simply ask if they would be willing to speak with you
about Christianity.
o This question is one of the last questions on both sides of
the God Test, so it will naturally arise in the context of an
outreach or home visitation.



PERSONAL CHALLENGES
o Another opportunity is when someone shares personal
challenges.
o At that moment, you could explain how your faith
perspective directly speaks to their concerns.



CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
o Most contemporary issues can lead directly to the gospel.
For instance, discussions on poverty inevitably bring up the
issue of evil and suffering. You could explain how the root
cause of evil is the consequences of our broken relationship
with God. Jesus' death on the cross reconnects us to God, so
our need for security can be met.

2. A. - ASK QUESTIONS
When evangelizing, the God Test provides sets of diagnostic questions
for atheists and for those who believe in God. However, you will often
ask follow-up questions to gain more information.
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You might also substitute or adjust questions if you speak with someone
from a background which does not fit well in those categories, such as a
Hindu.


DIAGNOSTIC QUESTIONS
o Diagnostic questions allow you to identify a person's
perspective. The nature of those questions depends largely
on your relationship with the person and on which
questions would be most appropriate in a given setting.



FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS
o An answer to one question might reveal some important
facet of a person, which you desire to explore more deeply.
A follow-up question could then be used to clarify beliefs
or to expand upon their background.



CHALLENGE QUESTIONS
o \Often, people seem very interested in Christianity, but they
do not know how to move forward.
o You can help them in this process by asking questions
which help challenge them to take the next step. For
instance, the last question in the God Test: Part B asks
whether they would like to receive salvation right then.
o If the person was not at that stage, you could simply ask for
their thoughts about what you shared. If they said they like
what they heard, you could then ask if anything is
preventing them from accepting it.



ASSUMPTIONS BEHIND ANSWERS
o An answer which includes the statement that all religions
are equally valid may assume that God does not exist.
o As another example, a person could state that Christian
morality is oppressive. This response suggests that the
listener is engaged in some activity which they know
violates Christian teaching, such as sleeping with their
boyfriend or girlfriend.
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LEVEL OF CONFIDENCE
o You need to listen carefully to clues for the level of
conviction for their beliefs.
o If their conviction is high, you would need to use great
wisdom and grace when you challenge their assumptions.
o In addition, people's true assumptions often differ markedly
from what they think they believe.
o Or, at an emotional level they might feel that God is distant
and uncaring. You could address the reasons behind these
assumptions.
o As another example, a person might say they are an atheist,
but they might deep down know that God really exists.

3. L. – LISTEN


EMOTIONAL RESPONSE
o Pay attention to the person's emotional responses.
o They will both reveal a person's level of conviction and
significant past experiences.
o For instance, they might say that all religions lead to God
with heightened intensity. Their tone might indicate that
they grew up in a very conservative church, which callously
demeaned other religions.
o Or, they might have had friends of other faiths who were
treated by Christians with contempt.



VOICE OF GOD
o Most importantly, you need to listen to the voice of God
throughout your conversation.
o Often, God will give you insights into the person's life, and
He will guide you on what questions to ask and not to ask.
o He may also direct you to present specific challenges, or He
may guide you on how to pray for the person at the end.

4. TELL THE STORY


USE PROPER EMPHASIS
o Emphasize in your explanation of the Christian story and the
gospel those elements which the listener can most easily
comprehend.
o If the listener is absorbing your explanation, you can then
continue with the more challenging truths.
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INCORPORATE ANALOGIES, CONTEMPORARY
ILLUSTRATIONS, AND YOUR TESTIMONY
o Incorporate analogies and contemporary illustrations to
make concepts easier to grasp.
o You could also use stories, particularly popular
entertainment, to further emphasize Biblical teaching.
For instance, you could use the scene from the movie Les
Miserables of the priest to illustrate the concept of
sacrificial love:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF3FX43F-7Y
o The most powerful and believable illustration is often
your own life, so incorporate your testimony into your
presentation.



ADDRESS BARRIERS
o During your conversation, you will often identify specific
barriers to faith. Respond to these issues during your
presentation.

HOMEWORK


Watch the S.A.L.T Video at www.thegodtest.org.

THEGODTEST – Side B
Introduction: WHAT IS THEGODTEST?


A tool that helps facilitate discussion of the critical issues of faith,
skepticism, and the meaning of life. The central question is: Do
you believe in God?



Ten questions for believers in God (side B) and ten different
questions for those who do not (Side A).



Designed to be used in one on one or small group
discussions. However, it has been used successfully in
settings with larger audiences as well.

THEGODTEST: “SIDE B” (“B” IS FOR “BELIEVER”)
 Designed for those who say they believe in God. These ten
questions are a discovery of the kind of God they believe in.


The dialogue brought forth will begin to help them understand the
God of the Bible compared to the god they believe in.
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It will also show them the futility of human beings trying to
qualify themselves for salvation, forgiveness, and righteousness.

Introductory Questions: 1-2
QUESTION 1: DO YOU BELIEVE IN GOD?


REASON: This is the signature question of THEGODTEST.
Everything in the dialogue flows from the answer to this question.



RESPONSE: If “yes”, using THEGODTEST have them identify
which symbol represents their belief. If they say they do not
believe then go to Side A, Question 2.



REMEMBER: You’ve started the conversation, now ask the
questions and genuinely listen.

QUESTION 2: HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE GOD?
Listen intently to their answers and comments. Ask follow-up
questions if needed to clarify their explanations.


REASON: You must first find out what a person’s beliefs are.



RESPONSE: The Bible describes God in many ways. The most
prominent descriptions for God are Creator, Holy, Lawgiver, Just,
and Love.

CREATOR
o Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and
the earth.”
o Isaiah 40:28 “Do you not know have you not heard, The
Lord is the Creator of the ends of the earth."
HOLY
o 1 John 1:5-6 “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If
we claim to have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the
darkness, we do not live by the truth.”
o Isaiah 5:16 “But the LORD Almighty will be exalted by His
justice, and the Holy God will show Himself Holy by His
righteousness.”
o Isaiah 6:3 "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole
earth is full of his glory.”
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LAWGIVER
o Isaiah 33:22 “For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our
lawgiver, the LORD is our king; it is He who will save us.”
JUST
o Genesis 18:25 “Will the Judge of all the earth, not do right?”
o 1 Peter 4:15 “But they will have to give account to Him
who is ready to judge the living and the dead.”
LOVE
o 1 John 4:16 “And so we know and rely on the love God
has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in
God, and God in him.”
o Psalm 100:5 “For the LORD is good and His
love endures forever; His faithfulness
continues through all generations.”


REMEMBER
o

Before presenting the Christian beliefs, respectfully listen to
theirs.

o

Do not disrespect them by reacting negatively as they
try to articulate what they think. If their answers are glib
and sarcastic, remember to have a sense of humor!

Diagnostic Questions: 3-8
QUESTION 3: WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT OF US?


REASON: This question uncovers the sense of moral obligation
and responsibility that human beings believe they “ought” to have.
This moral code is written in their heart. (Romans 2:14-‐15)



RESPONSE: God expects us to keep His laws and commandments.
Throughout the Bible the straightforward call to men and women is
for them to recognize God by keeping these commandments.
o Deuteronomy 6:6 “These commandments I give you
today are to be upon your heart.”
o 1 John 2:4-5 “The man who says, ‘I know Him,’ but does not do
what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But if
anyone obeys His word, God's love is truly made complete in
him.
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o Mark 12:30-31 “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.' The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'
There is no commandment greater than these.’"
QUESTION 4: HOW ARE YOU MEETING THOSE EXPECTATIONS?
(Scale of 1-10)


REASON: This question will help someone to grasp the reality of
his or her need for a Savior.



RESPONSE: The Bible describes the spiritual condition of
humanity: People are separated from God, dead in sin, and have
fallen short of keeping His commandments. Attempting to do
good things doesn’t change the basic nature of our hearts. It
doesn’t make up for our past transgressions.
o Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God.”
o Isaiah 59:1-2 1 “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to
save, nor His ear too dull to hear. 2 But your iniquities have
separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face
from you, so that He will not hear.” Isaiah 59:1- 2
o Ephesians 2:1-3 "As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when
you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those
who are disobedient.”

QUESTION 5: DO YOU BELIEVE IN HEAVEN?


REASON: You are looking for their belief in the afterlife. It is
important to understand what they think happens after death.



RESPONSE: There is certainly a place that lies beyond this natural
and material world. The Bible is clear heaven exists.

QUESTION 6: DOES EVERYONE GO THERE?


REASON: We want to find out if a person believes that there will
be punishment of any kind for things done in this life. If they
answer “No” to this question, then they have acknowledged that
there will be some form of judgment. The next logical question
that you must pose is, “If not everyone goes to heaven, then WHO
DECIDES who goes or not, and what are the criteria to go?”
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RESPONSE: The Bible again clearly speaks to the reality that not
everyone will go to heaven. There will be a judgment that
determines this. Christ Himself will be the Judge.
o Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'LORD,
LORD,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who
does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”
o Hebrews 9:27 “Just as man is destined to die once, and
after that to face judgment.”



REMEMBER
o This points to the ultimate human problem: How do we
get the evil out of our hearts and gain entrance into the
presence of God?

QUESTION 7 & 8: DO YOU BELIEVE YOU WILL GO TO HEAVEN? WHY
OR WHY NOT?


REASON: We ask these questions to find out where the person’s
hope and trust are really placed. Is it placed on themselves or on
Christ?



RESPONSE: You are about to present the Gospel after you ask
question 9. You’ve gained the information you need to present the
case for Christ in a relevant, customized fashion. There are many
people here that will say that they “hope” they will go to heaven.
Our goal is to take them from hope to faith as a result of this God
Test moment.



REMEMBER: You have received responses to each question for
the sake of training. Remember that a vital aspect of this exercise
is to thoroughly listen before telling the Story.

QUESTION 9: WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
ABOUT THESE QUESTIONS?


REASON: You’ve started a conversation, asked questions,
listened, and now comes the opportunity to tell the greatest Story
in the history of mankind: The Gospel of Jesus Christ!



RESPONSE: Starting with question 2, “How would you describe
God,” you begin to paint a picture of the separation between God
and man that we described in this training.
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Human Problem
o We are separated from God and unable to save ourselves.
All of our efforts fall short of what He requires. On top of
this, man is described as being in a state of spiritual death.
Evil is not just an entity that exists outside of us, it is also
in us. Our desperate need is for an internal change of heart
as well as for forgiveness and pardon for our sins.
o We need reconciliation - a bridge between God and us.
God’s Solution
o Only through Christ can the great distance between God
and man be bridged.
o John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.”
o Romans 5:8-10 “But God demonstrates His own love for
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Since we have now been justified by His blood, how
much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through
Him! For if, when we were God's enemies, we were
reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how
much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved
through His life!”
o John 3:3 “No one can see the Kingdom of God unless
they are born again.”


REMEMBER
o At this point you should be able to tell whether or not the
person you are sharing with is beyond merely being open
and receptive and is coming into the conviction of the
Holy Spirit.
o Presenting the Gospel is possibly the greatest honor and
privilege God can give us. Even if the person is not
willing to follow Christ, a significant step has been taken
in moving that person closer to the Kingdom of God.
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QUESTION 10: ARE YOU WILLING TO FOLLOW JESUS AND TRUST
HIM WITH YOUR LIFE?


REASON: It is critical that this question is asked. By asking for a
commitment, you are bringing the person to the proverbial moment
of truth.



RESPONSE: What must we do?

Considering these facts, the Bible describes the following attitudes
that should be our response to God's offer of salvation.
BELIEVE
o You must believe that Jesus is God’s Son and receive His
free offer of forgiveness of sins through His death and
resurrection. This faith in Jesus Christ is what God asks
for in response to His offer of salvation.
TURN
o Trusting in Jesus Christ means that you are turning from
all other things that are sinful but also serve as the
source of your trust and hope of salvation. This is called
repentance.
FOLLOW
o When you believe in Jesus, you become His follower.
His disciple. The attitude is one of obedience as Lord
and Master of your life. As His disciple, you are
committed to learning His Word and keeping His
commandments. At the same time, you are trusting in
His grace and power to enable you to do this.


REMEMBER
o If they said, “Yes” to following Christ, then this is truly
a life-‐changing moment. If they said, “No”, then thank
them for their time and ask if you could pray for them.
Don’t force anything. Continue to trust that the Holy
Spirit will work on them long after THEGODTEST
moment is over.

HOMEWORK


Watch the TheGodTest Side B Video at www.thegodtest.org.
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