Bethel School of Discipleship

Student Notes

Evangelism #2
Metanarrative and Gospel Explanation
Metanarrative
Act 1: Creation
Overview
1. The story begins in Genesis chapters 1 and 2.


The text describes how God created everything out of nothing by
the power of His will.



Everything was created as good and operated in harmony
according to God’s edicts.



The culmination of the first act was the creation of the first man
and woman, Adam and Eve. They were created in His image, and
they were given stewardship over all creation.



They lived in harmony with God, each other, the world, and
themselves. They constantly had their deepest longings met –
security, acceptance, and significance – through God.

Act 2: Rebellion
Overview


Adam and Eve were given a choice. It was embodied in their
decision to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, an event known as the Fall or the Rebellion.



Freedom or bondage?

Moral autonomy promised freedom, but it actually brought bondage. After
turning from God, they lost the source of true life – God’s love – so like a
plant with its roots cut off, every aspect of their being began to decay.


The Rebellion not only resulted in brokenness at the individual
level, but it resulted in the degeneration of society, which is still
evident today.



As a result, we as individuals and society as a whole operate in
dysfunction.
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We no longer seek to have our needs met through God, we look to
other sources, which cannot properly fulfill those longings.



As a parallel subplot, a rebellion also took place in the spiritual
realm. Angelic beings rebelled against God and were expelled
from His presence.

ACT 3: Redemption
Overview


God did not abandon his creation despite the fact that people
rebelled against him.



God called a man named Abraham to start a great nation, which
would be a blessing to all peoples.



God then called Moses as His representative to free the Israelites from
Egypt and to form them into the nation of Israel.



He also gave them the Mosaic Law which showed them how to
model a restored creation.



Then, GOD BECAME MAN IN JESUS CHRIST.

 HE LIVED THE LIVE WE SHOULD HAVE LIVED by acting in
perfect submission to the Father’s will.
o He thus represents a “second Adam” or Adam 2.0 (1 Cor
15:45-49).


HE DIED THE DEATH WE SHOULD HAVE DIED.

However, instead of God unleashing judgment on us, Jesus took the
punishment we deserved IN OUR PLACE when he died on the cross
(Romans 3:25).




THREE DAYS LATER, HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD, PROVING
THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD.
o Jesus then appeared to his followers and told them to go
into all of the world to proclaim that God was offering
the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins to
anyone who repents and believes in Him.
People who turn from their rebellion against God (repent) and trust
in Jesus’ message and work on the cross (believe) receive
forgiveness from their sins.
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They are also adopted into God’s family (the church) as His
children.

ACT IV: Final Restoration
Overview


At the end of history, Jesus will return to judge the living and the
dead.



Then, the physical world and the heavenly realms will combine into a
fully restored creation brought to its completion.

Gospel Explanation


“The gospel is the good news that God became man in Jesus
Christ. He lived the life we should have lived and died the death
we should have died, in our place. Three days later He rose from
the dead, proving that He is the Son of God, and offering the gift of
salvation. and forgiveness of sins to anyone who repents and
believes in Him.” - Dr. Rice Broocks



The facts regarding Christ’s life, death, burial, resurrection,
ascension and future return are good news. In a sinful, broken, lost
and lonely world, Christ is the ultimate Good News.

Incarnation - John 1: 1 -3 and 14; Colossians 1:15 and 16
John 1: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that
has been made….
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
Colossians 1: 15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for
him.
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Lived the Life - Hebrews 4:15
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as
we are—yet he did not sin.
Substitution, died the death - 2 Corinthians 5:21 Isaiah 53:6
2 Cor5: 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.
Isaiah 53: 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to
our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Resurrection - 1 Corinthians 15: 3-4
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance]: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.
Offers the gift (grace) - Ephesians 2:8-9
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9 not by works, so that no one can
boast.
Repentance - Mark 1:14-15; Proverbs 8:21
Mark 1: 14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.15 “The time has come,” he
said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good
news!”
Proverbs 8:21 bestowing a rich inheritance on those who love me
and making their treasuries full.
Faith - John 3:16
“For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.”
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DISCUSSION QUESTION
1. How will an increased understanding of the Christian metanarrative
affect your perspective when sharing the Gospel?
HOMEWORK
1. Watch the GodTest Overview Video – http://www.thegodtest.org/
2. Share your personal story of salvation with someone outside of
class. Follow the outline given in the previous lesson. Try to keep it
within 2 minutes.
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