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Systematic Theology #8:  
Eschatology 
 
 
 
ESCHATOLOGY 
 
1. Eschatology is the branch of theology that is concerned with the 

study of the last things; that is, the fulfillment of God’s plan of the 
ages for creation and humanity. 

 

 God’s plan involves the summing up of all things under the 
authority of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 
Ephesians 1:9–10 (ESV) (God made) known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth.  

 
2. Eschatology has relevance because the future of the earth and 

humanity’s ultimate destiny is a universal concern. 
 

Views on these matters abound. Whether people are secularists, 
atheists, or theists, everyone has an opinion. 

 
3. Eschatology is important because it is central to evangelism. 
 

The Gospel includes the hope of eternal life in the Resurrection Age 
and the warning of eternal punishment for all who refuse to repent. 
The early church consistently preached about the return of Jesus. 

 
THE SECOND COMING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 
The Second Coming of Christ is one of the most important biblical 
doctrines because it involves our blessed hope—the glorious appearing 
of Jesus Christ and the full manifestation of God’s kingdom. 
 
1. The Gospels promise the Second Coming (Mt 24; Mk 13; Lk 21). 
 

Matthew 25:31–32 (ESV) “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 
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people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats.” 

 
2. The Book of Acts promises the Second Coming. 
 

Acts 3:21 (ESV) “[H]eaven must receive (Jesus) until the time for 
restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his 
holy prophets long ago.” 

 
3. Paul teaches the Second Coming in his letters. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (ESV) For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first.  
 
See 1 Cor 1:7; 15:23; Php 3:20, 21; 1 Thes 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:1-11, 23; 
2 Thes 1:7, 10; 2:1, 8; 1 Tim 6:14; 2 Tim 4:1, 8; Titus 2:13. 

 
4. The other apostolic authors also refer to the Second Coming. 
 

See James 5:7-8; Heb 9:28; 1 Pet 1:7, 13; 2 Pet 1:16; 3:4, 11-12; 1 
John 2:28. 

 
WHEN WILL CHRIST RETURN? 
 
1. God has set a definite time for the return of Christ, but no one knows 

when it will be. Therefore, we should live in readiness for his return. 
 

Mark 13:32–33 (ESV) “But concerning that day or that hour, no one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the 
time will come.” 

 
2. Instead of focusing on the exact timing of Jesus’s return, God wants 

us to focus on the urgency of the Great Commission. The timing of his 
return is tied to the preaching of the Gospel. 

 
2 Peter 3:9 (ESV) The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance.  

 
Matthew 24:14 (ESV) And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
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nations, and then the end will come.  
 
WHAT ARE SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF HIS COMING? 
 
1. The Second Coming will be personal. 
 

 Jesus will return physically. 
 

Acts 1:11 (ESV) “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  

 

 His coming will be visible. 
 

Revelation 1:7 (ESV) Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and 
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all 
tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. 

 
2. The Second Coming will be glorious. 
 

Matthew 24:30 (ESV) Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son 
of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will 
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.  

 
3. The Second Coming will precipitate the resurrection and judgment. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (ESV) For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first.  

 
John 5:28–29 (ESV) Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming 
when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, 
those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.  

 
4. Jesus will come to rescue believers from wrath. 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:9–10 (ESV) [Y]ou turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 
come.  
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5. Jesus will come to punish evildoers. 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (ESV) [T]he Lord Jesus (will be) revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance 
on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory 
of his might… 

 
6. Jesus will come to transform us into his image.  
 

Colossians 3:4 (ESV) When Christ who is your life appears, then you 
also will appear with him in glory.  

 
7. The Second Coming will precipitate the renewal of creation. 
 

Romans 8:19–21 (ESV) For the creation waits with eager longing for 
the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to 
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God.  

 
8. Jesus will come to establish his universal reign on the earth. 
 

Matthew 25:31 (ESV) “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.” 

 
PREPARING FOR THE RETURN OF JESUS 
 
1. We prepare for Jesus’s coming by abiding in him, obeying him, and 

serving him. 
 

1 John 2:28 (ESV) And now, little children, abide in him, so that when 
he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in 
shame at his coming.  

 
Luke 12:35–36 (ESV) “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps 
burning, and be like men who are waiting for their master to come 
home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to 
him at once when he comes and knocks.” 

 
2. We prepare for Jesus’s coming by preaching the Gospel and making 

disciples. 



Bethel School of Discipleship – Year 2 

Systematic Theology #8 Rev. May 17, 2017 Page 5 of 5 

 
2 Corinthians 5:10–11, 20 (ESV) For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due 
for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore, 
knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others…  [W]e are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  

 
3. We prepare for Jesus’s coming by joining in the life of the church and 

building one another up. 
 

Hebrews 10:23–25 (ESV) Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us 
consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near.  

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
1. In light of Scripture, how should Christians respond to the promise of 

Jesus’s return to the earth?  

 What is your own response? 

 What aspect of his return inspires the most hope in you? Is there 
any aspect of his return that causes fear in you? 

 
2. What do you think about attempts to predict the date of Jesus’s 

return? What do you think about attempts to correlate current 
events with Biblical passages? 

 
3. Do you ever talk about the hope of Jesus’s return when you 

communicate your faith to others or explain the Gospel to them? 

 If so, how do you go about it? 

 If not, why not? 
 
HOMEWORK 
 
1. Reflect on the lesson’s points and Scriptures cited. Then write down 

how you want these truths to affect your thinking, beliefs, hopes, 
values, and choices. Finally, write down a prayer to God in response 
to this exercise. 


