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Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey



Minimal Facts of the Resurrection

1. Jesus died by crucifixion; 

2. Very soon afterwards, his followers had real experiences that they 
thought were actual appearances of the risen Jesus

3. Their lives were transformed as a result, even to the point of being 
willing to die specifically for their faith in the resurrection message

4. These things were taught very early, soon after the crucifixion

5. James, Jesus’ unbelieving brother, became a Christian due to his 
own experience that he thought was the resurrected Christ

6. The Christian persecutor Paul (formerly Saul of Tarsus) also became a 
believer after a similar experience.



Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey

2nd Corinthians





Romans
• Reformation Lenses toward Romans – the early Reformers assumed in Romans that 

Paul was protesting against the same ideals in Pharisaic Judaism, which they found 
against the pre-reformation, Roman church.

– Justification by Faith (Sola Fide – Faith Alone)

– Salvation by Faith & Works

• Main Theme is from the perspective of a church planter and care giver to the 
church – Unity

• Enforcing the Decisions of the Jerusalem Council

– The Gospel is all-inclusive by faith in Christ alone

– The apostles admonished unity among the culturally diverse believers by advocating self-restraint. 

– This powerful message brought joy and hope to diverse Gentile communities

– Although the apostles’ ruling was authoritative, scripturally-based, and clearly proclaimed, many continued the 
Judaizing practices causing upheavals within the fledgling church and even violent riots in the cities.

– Most of Paul’s Epistles address unity within the multi-ethnic church and attack the corruption of the gospel.  
Paul’s juxtaposed themes of Circumcision/Uncircumcision, Jew/Gentile, Flesh/Spirit, Law/Grace are all 
interwoven with the mission to the Gentiles, the Sufficiency of Faith in Christ, and the conclusions of the Council



σάρξ περιτομή περιτέμνω νόμος

sarx peritome peritemno nomos

flesh circumcision circumcise law

Romans 1:3; 2:28; 3:20; 4:1; 6:19; 7:5,18,25; 
8:1,3-9,12,13; 9:3,5,8; 10:14; 13:14

2:25,26,27,28,29; 3:1,30; 4:9,10,11,12; 
15:8

2:12-27;3:19-31; 4:13-16; 5:13,20; 6:14,15; 
7:1-25; 8:2-7; 9:31,32; 10:4,5; 13:8,10

occur
27 15 0 75

Galatians

1:16; 2:16,20; 3:3; 4:13,14,23,29;
5:13,16,17,19,24; 6:8,12,13

2:7,8,9,12; 5:6,11; 6:15 2:3; 5:2,3; 6:12,13 2:16-21; 3:2,5,10-24; 4:4,5,21; 
5:3,4,14,18,23; 6:2,13

occur
18 7 6 32

Total in NT
151 36 18 197

%
30% 61% 33% 54%

Flesh & Law

All 3

Circumcision & Law



Ephesians

Ephesus



Ephesians Unity

• God has reconciled to Himself those who were far off by an act 
of grace (2:1-10)

• God has reconciled these individuals to one another; Christ 
broke down the barriers through His death (2:11-22)

• God has gone beyond this and united these reconciled 
individuals into one body, the church (3:1-6)



Mystery of Revelation

• Eph. 3:2-6 - Surely you have heard about the administration of 
God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3that is, the mystery 
made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 
briefly. 4In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my 
insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to 
people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the 
Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6This mystery is that 
through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 
members together of one body, and sharers together in the 
promise in Christ Jesus.


